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Scent of sandatwood, ozl nomorefragrant

Inconsistent supply,
rising demand push up
prices

ANILURS
Sangaore, M3
Prices of sandalwood and oil have in-
creased sharply in the domestic mar-
ket due to inconsistent supply and
high demand.

Prices of sandahwood 45 well as its
oil have increased 30 per cent be-
tween 2007 and 2012, according to in-
dustry experts.

“This spurtin prices i due tosharp
decline in production in the country
From  production level of 3,000
tonnes in 1960 and 705, it has de-
clined to 400 tornes " said
HS Anantha Padmanabhs, forestry
consultant and former scientist at
the Indian Wood Science and Tech-

nology (WsT).
As for the sandal oll outpat, it is

around 20 tonnes currently com
pared with 150 tonnes during the
1970s. The entire production is con-

sumed by Stateowned enterprises,
leaving the private trade and indus- -
“tryto look for impart tomeet their re-

quirements.
This spurtin peices has resulted in
loss of business for small traders in

Tamil Nadu, Kamnataks and Keralz

and some have even shut shop,

VSoundara ajan,scentistat ST,
8aid: *There is has been a sudden in-
crease in import of sandalwood oil

Current imports (200243 are averag-
ing at around 30,000 kg which are
about 10 times more than what it was
fiveyearsago. Mostof the imports are
for internal consumption or
Te-xparts,’
 The price of sandalwood at various
Government zuctions is around 75
hﬁ{ﬁlﬁ,ﬂm]am“ and the price
for sandatwood oif is quoting %135
lakh (52200} kg
“Price may continue to tise by 6 per

cent annually A few plantations,
both in the government and private

¥

come," hﬁnfd&hmgamhrp
timent, RK Upadhyay, chief consenva-
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is required to allow pri

.mhﬁﬂduakmdﬁrmmmtah

upsandalwood cultivation.

Need for laws
mmmwm_ :
mndidngraehwah

sandalwood, have stringent iﬁ;
ﬂmmnrwmw

immh!unnnheenimg-
mented properly and stocks have
dwindled to mere saplluy of less
than 105 centimetre girth, A
“Since sandalwood treesareillegal-
Iy cutand removed from forest areas;
these regulations are of limited pur-

sectors, are keen 1o take up sandal-  pose.

wood culivation using new technok
ogy,"said Anantha Padmanabha.
“This new culthvation pattern is
sustainable and may not Jead to fluc
tuations in prices in the year to

Now, one of the best options is to
analyse these regulations and amend
them to help the farmers to cultivate
sandalwood in their Jand, harvest
and trade,” he said. '
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But thelaws have o ben imple-
et puery and suks ave
dvinded 0 mere saplngs o s
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these regulations are o limited pur-
pose

‘Now one ofthe bestoptons s to
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them to help the farmers o culivate:
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andmade’besid





