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Inconsistent supply,
rising demand push up
prices

s

‘ricesof sandalwood and oil have in-
crased fapynthe domestc -
ket due to inconsistent supply and
high demand.

Prcesof sndsvod el s
ol have increased 30 per cent be
tween2007and 2012 acordingoin-
dstyenpes.

Thisspurinpricessdueoskap
decinenprodocton i the country.
From 3 production leel of 3000
tonnes in 1960 and 70 it has de-
clined 0400 tonnes currently” said
HS Anantha Padmanabha, forestry
‘consultant and former scientist at
{hedan Wod S g Tech-
ology (WST)

s fo the sandal il cupat, it 5

anound 20 tonnes currently com-
pared with 150 tonnes during the
1970, The enire roduction is o
sumed by Sutewmed enerprises,
Keang e prvte e and s
aylolsokringottomeeheirm.
e

Thisspurtin peies hasresuled n
Jssf bsnes forsmal s in
Tl Nad, K nd kel
andsomehar cvensht i

VSoundaraRajan, scentistat ST,
S Toeres i ena sudden
st i nport ofsndabvood .
Currentimports (202:3) areaverag-
ingatatund 0000 kg which re
about0ies o
fieyearsaga Mostolteimporsare
for " intemal  consumpion o
Teexports.”

Thepieof sndvodatvaros
‘Government auctions is around 75
1akh (525,000)atonne and the price
for sandalwood oilis quoting 135
b 5220)2lg

“Pricemay continue torisebyGper

SN TRS

cnt aamaly A fw planatons
bothnhe goemmentandprvate.
secrs, are e o ke p sndah
‘wood cultvation using new technok-
oy sidAanbaadmanebha
“This ew cultation patern s
sustainaleandmaynoteadto
uaions n prces in the yer to

come?hesid choingasimarsen
timent K Upadhyy chef consena:
torofforest i N sadurgent
5 requied 0 alow ek
vt indidals and mers o ke
wpsndilvood alation

Needforlaws

Souhem Sates wbereagochmatc
condiion ae fvouable  grow
sndilvond, e sungent frest
sl lace o protect sandah-
ool

But thelaws have o ben imple-
et puery and suks ave
dvinded 0 mere saplngs o s
than10:5 centimetre girth.

“Sicesndavoodresaelegeh
Iycutandremoved rom restareas
these regulations are o limited pur-
pose

‘Now one ofthe bestoptons s to
andyseteseregubionsandamend
them to help the farmers o culivate:
sandaivood in teir land, bavest
andmade’besid





